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Jlfr43iJIAilIdiLOUISA Kmpre ot ithe freach
dlvorcedfhla flratwlfe the EmprcssJosophWe fortwo

1 eons Chlcflv because ho and she had no children to carry jon th-

vant empire Napoleonhad ballt up Second because hewiw keenly
aware of hfalow blrth andhers that Europe idespised1crniaa upstartBiandi i
that an lmpcrlal race whlclPhopetMo thrlvo and wlmpubllc favormu tcon-
talnroral
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sick ofroynjtyand had nbollBhed It to thq horrified scandal rTii1r tho re t
r lln widif l Europe Napoleonby hlaiown force of characterhad wooed

The countrybaclc fo the moparcliT lHd lirfaTlndncedtho peopletoj
J claim him Emnyrgr Put ho knew that hla great persotralltv alone held

mancn-
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ancestry royal prestige and rigid court traditions he hlnuclt Tacked Hi
choice fell on Maria Louisa eldest daughtcndf the EmperoFbt Austria He
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iLoulsaivaaJjorn = ln 1791 iShe waa beautiful In a heavy bovine

fashion Incidentally she 1rnlIlst p ti iuIlnckngJu heart and sensi-
bilities
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But sho was of undeniably blue blood The tihil court f-

gnrdedltBclf aaexatedsome degreeaabove that of any other nation There-
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Austrian Princess for wife was regarded throughout Austria as1national J-

ibQpoor
calamity and disgrace But on the other hand It represented cue

llfc and also seemed to promlie peace tort rest of Europe So
the match was made The Princess was i Bacrlflced on the altar of states-
manship
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just as JosophlnehadBO recentlyhcen sacrificed

V PokO married Maria Loiiififl on April 1 1S10 co soon after dlvorfi-
Ing Jqscphlne MoifTof lhb Cardinals jefused to aUendthn ceremony b-

ell u jillr1 nQS ra t Intt r ftltoIt nl
tS Paris andistrlpped them of their red robcsl Their t
Maria Ixnilfca wastsoUmmly In tiiUed Empress of the French Prom girl-
hood
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she had been taught tojjnifte and despise NanoleonShc hod stolidly 1consented to marT hlny had been told such a sacrifice WItS

necessary But she stllMookedidown omhlm as a vulgarian still hated him
as the oppressor of hejulotherland

Napoleon on the dther hand great as h waf was very erldpnlly Inf-

prcssedtby the honor done him In tho alliance Ho boasted everywhere ttf
his new wjfe8beftutygoodness and alnipllcltyj ind secmsjtp have worj
shTppe TinrrT 3uTlinrt6TnarrlngirfC3tlvldB hIlcagrnnd ball was
progress t the Austrian Embassy ln Parls tlfu house caught flre Maria n
Louisa fainted andithe crowds were treated Jloi thoflnsplrlng Sfi cUlclitotW q
fatlittle Emperor carrying his large and equally fat wife jn b i3rtnstQl
place of safety ffJIn March XSIT Br TBoTr war born to the 311mated conpleT He WM >

anointed King ofRome whlletitllMn hlsfcradle and was balled everywhere t

as the future Napoleon iII The Emperors life ambitionsIIscel1C11ruUmj4
f rlui this ctilldiwere mingled the proudest ance try on CiirtbllD ¬

eons own geniusladen blood But the lofty hopes ot early days were de-

tlned to jwlft destruction Napoleons highwater mark of greatness wo
reached i118p9nn 1810 Tlien almost at once after his divorce of Jose-
phine

¬

tl1 mCl ne hegantslowly toturn against him Hlstlll advUed i

march Into Russia was the crowning atroke ot misfortune His army wai-
nearly
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curs irormda13IlnEceiid roehI m from the throne and In 18H exiledhim if
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Maria Loulsamade no attempt to accompany her unfortunate huibmad
Into captivity fIil t dislloand her little son at once rushed back to itU
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